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PART II

How Do I Apply?

The next class of Emerson Fellows will serve from fall
2021 to summer 2022. Applications for the upcoming
class will be available on the Hunger Center's website
by November 19, 2021. Applications are due by
January 14, 2022.
In the following pages you'll get a better sense of what you can expect from
the application process, and answers to some frequently asked questions.

"The fellowship was invaluable to
cementing my career in the nonprofit
sector, particularly working on issues of
food insecurity and poverty."
Christina Martinez ('11-'12)

▲ Fellows from the 21st Class ('14-'15) during field training, August 2014.
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SELECTION CRITERIA

Here are some of the qualities that successful applicants to the Emerson
Fellowship possess:
• A commitment to ending hunger and
poverty in the United States
• An ability to adjust and adapt to new situations
• A commitment to racial equity and social
justice
• Demonstrated leadership qualities and
skills
• An ability to solve problems in creative and
innovative ways
• Enthusiasm for learning from a wide
variety of individuals with expertise in the
area anti-hunger/anti-poverty space; and a
willingness to search for new models in
anti-hunger and anti-poverty work
• A lived experience with hunger and
poverty
• Experience working in low-income communities
• Excitement about peer learning in a tightknit community of fellows
• Bachelor’s degree, or equivalent experience
• U.S. citizenship or permanent legal residency (required)

▲ Clockwise from left: Amirio Freeman, María
Cristina Chicuén, De'Sean Weber, and Sarah
Goldman ('17-'18) at midfield retreat in New Market,
Tennessee, October 2017.

MEET THE EMERSON FELLOWS
The current class of Emerson Fellows are
serving from 2021-2022. Get to know the
current class and where they're working.
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PREPARING YOUR APPLICATION
Applications will be available on the Hunger Center's website by November 19, 2021. They must be submitted via the website. Applications must be received no later than January 14, 2022. Follow the steps
below to get started:

Begin by assembling your supporting
materials, a three-page document, saved
as a single PDF, which must include:
• A one-page resume;
• A one-page personal statement,
single spaced, which addresses the
following:
- What values, principles, and identities (race, class, gender, etc.)
shape your interest in the Bill
Emerson National Hunger Fellowship?
- What particular qualities, knowledge, experiences, and skills will
you contribute to your potential
field and policy placements?
- How do you expect this fellowship
to contribute to achieving your
professional goals?
• A one-page response to the following
short essay questions (each
response should be single spaced
and half-page in length):
- How have your community work
and life experiences changed
your perspective on hunger and
poverty over time?
- What role do you believe government plays, or should play, in
addressing complex social problems such as hunger, poverty,
and systemic racism?

▲ Top: De'Sean Weber ('17-'18, 2nd from right) at a
ribbon cutting ceremony for a healthy corner store in
Jersey City, New Jersey.
▲ Bottom: Fellows from the 26th Class ('19-'20)

TAKE OUR ADVICE…
Create an account and fill out your application
form at our web portal. The form contains
questions about your skills, interests, and
demographic information.

Your supporting materials are the soul of your
application—make sure you're putting your
best foot forward! Read our tips on how to
improve your written responses and make
your application shine.

Complete your application by submitting your
supporting materials through the web portal.
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APPLICATION TIMELINE

November 19, 2021
Application form available by this date on our website.

January 14, 2022
Deadline to submit applications.

January-February 2022
A selection committee of fellowship alums review applications.
Hunger Center staff select semi-finalists.

February 2022
Semi-finalists invited to online one-on-one interviews with program
staff.

March 2022
Finalists invited to online group interviews.

March-May 2022
Emerson Fellows are selected and notified of acceptance on a
rolling basis.

Early June 2022
Fellows notified of their field placements.

Late August 2022
29th Class assembles for orientation.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

◄ Fellows from the 27th Class
('20-'21) at the conclusion of their
fellowship, July 2021.

Can I choose my field and policy placements?

Grocers, the Kroger Co. Foundation, and PepsiCo.
You can read more about our sponsors here.

No. Fellows are matched with both their field and
policy placements by Emerson Program staff. Prior
to starting each segment of the fellowship, fellows
are invited to provide their preferences for topical
interests, work environment, and the skills they
would like to use or learn during their upcoming
placements. Staff consult these preferences, as
well as the host organizations' requirements and
expectations, when matching fellows and placements.

How do alums of the Emerson Fellowship stay
connected to the program and the Hunger
Center?
Emerson Fellowship alums stay connected in
many ways. The Hunger Center encourages the
fellows to think of themselves as being Emerson
Fellows for life. Alums serve the program directly
as application reviewers, trainers, coaches, and
supervisors at both field and policy placements.
Alums also help spread the word about the
program to potential fellowship applicants, share
job opportunities with the fellowship network, and
organize social gatherings and reunions. And, following the fellowship, alums continue to work to
end hunger and poverty.

Where can I read about past Emerson Fellows
and their experiences?
You can search for Emerson Fellows by class
year, location, and placement in our directory.
There you can read the bios of past fellows, learn
about what they accomplished at their field and
policy placements, and read reports and blog
posts they wrote during their time as a fellow.
Where do the Emerson Program and the Congressional Hunger Center get their funding?

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS?
Both the Emerson Program and the Hunger
Center are supported through a combination of
federal, corporate, and philanthropic grants, and
individual donations. In 2020 the Emerson
Program received support from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), C&S Wholesale

If you've got questions about the fellowship or
the application process that this guide doesn't
answer, contact Program Associate Emma
Williamson at ewilliamson@hungercenter.org
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Congressional Hunger Center
200 Massachusetts Ave NW, 7th Floor
Washington DC 20001
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